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Overview

Jews have long had a complicated experience 

with the modern university. Jewish traditions of 

scholarly study have consistently drawn them 

to the academic world. However, when entering 

these institutions of higher education, they have 

often met with antisemitic discrimination. At the 

same time, Jewish university students and faculty 

have often asserted themselves by engaging in 

important social, political, and intellectual causes. 

In the modern era, Jews on college campuses have continually been 

forced to navigate a path where they must balance the obstructions of 

antisemitism with the opportunities of activism. This double-sided reality 

has recently gained new attention as college campuses have become 

hotbeds of student protest due to the renewed war in the Middle East. 

To provide insight into recent events, the exhibition Between 

Antisemitism and Activism presents a series of historical vignettes 

demonstrating the turbulent experience of Jewish students and 

faculty at European and U.S. universities over the past century. The 

exhibit addresses several timely issues: how Jews have all too often 

experienced antisemitism on college campuses; how Jews have just 

as often asserted themselves through campus activism; and how, in 

doing so, Jews have found both solidarity and conflict within their 

own community. 

This guide is designed to provide high school and college educators 

with resources to help their students engage thoughtfully with the 

virtual exhibition and explore the issues of antisemitism and Jewish-

led activism on campuses at a deeper level.
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Protesters at Columbia University, 
1969. Source: Columbia University



Key Terms and Important Figures

The organizations, movements, individuals, laws, and terms below are integral to the stories told by 

Between Antisemitism and Activism. To deepen their understanding, students can define and/or explain the 

significance of each in the context of the exhibition. 
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Terms:

•	 Anti-Zionism 

•	 Berkeley Free Speech Movement 

•	 Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
movement

•	 Brandeis University

•	 CCNY

•	 Columbia University

•	 Hillel Houses

•	 Historically Black Colleges and Universities

•	 Jewish fraternities and sororities

•	 Johnson-Reed immigration bill 

•	 Law against Overcrowding in Schools and 
Institutions of Higher Education

•	 Law for the Restoration of the Professional 
Civil Service

•	 National Socialist German Students League

•	 Nazis

•	 Quotas

•	 Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

Figures:

•	 Lawrence Lowell

•	 Albert Einstein

•	 Bruno Bettelheim 

•	 Claudine Gay

•	 Edward Teller

•	 Ernst Cassirer

•	 Ernst Manasse 

•	 Hans Luther

•	 Heinrich Heine 

•	 Jerry Rubin 

•	 John Grier Hibben

•	 Joseph Goebbels 

•	 Karl Marx

•	 Mark Rudd 

•	 Meta Lilienthal 

•	 Nicholas Murray Butler

•	 Salo Baron

•	 Shulamith Firestone

•	 Sigmund Freud



Discussion Questions

•	 How have the experiences of Jewish students and faculty in Europe and the United States been 
similar over time?  How have they been different?

•	 Have the experiences of Jewish students been marked more by discrimination or opportunity?

•	 How did the rise of Nazism shape the experience of German Jewish and American Jewish students 
and faculty in the 1930s?

•	 How did the traumas of the Nazi era shape the behavior of Jewish students and faculty in the 
radical 1960s?

•	 How have Nazi analogies colored campus controversies since October 7, 2023?

•	 How did issues of free speech versus hate speech first surface in the 1930s at U.S. universities?

•	 How have issues of free speech and hate speech surfaced since October 7, 2023?

•	 How did internal divisions mark the behavior of Jewish students in the 1960s and 2020s? 

•	 How did American Jewish students and faculty exhibit activist tendencies between the 1960s  
and 1970s?

•	 How did they assert themselves socially and intellectually on campuses between the late 19th and 
late 20th centuries?
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Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment

Primary source bonus assignment: 

The primary sources on the following pages provide a glimpse into how different Americans viewed the Nazi 

persecution of German Jewish university students and faculty in the 1930s and 1940s. How do the sources 

help you better understand the first two sections of Between Antisemitism and Activism? 
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“Situation of Jews in 
Germany Unrelieved,” 
The Jewish Press,  
April 21, 1933.



Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment

Between Antisemitism and Activism: The Jewish University Experience in Historical Perspective 6

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

NAZIS PILE BOOKS FOR BONFIRES TODAY: 25,000 VOLUMES GATHERED BY ...
Wireless to THE NEW YORK TIMES.
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“Nazis Pile Books for Bonfires 
Today,” New York Times. May 
10, 1933. 
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Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment
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“Germany Burned Books-and Its Honor,”  
The Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle, May 19, 1933.



Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment
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“Mass Meeting to Protest Luther 
Address Tonight,” The Columbia 
Spectator, December 12, 1933.



Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment
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Meta Lilienthal, “Goodwill Column,”  
The Courier News, December 4,1933.



Supplemental Primary Sources and Bonus Assignment
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“Nazi Activities: N. Y. Evening Post Flays 
Dr. Butler on Freedom of Speech,” The 
Jewish Exponent, December 22, 1933.
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“The Jew in Account with the Negro,” 
The Black Dispatch, April 4, 1935.



Sources for Further Reading

•	 Michael Grüttner, “The Expulsion of Academic Teaching Staff from German Universities, 1933–45, 
Journal of Contemporary History, 2022, pp. 513–533.

•	 Michael L. Miller and Judith Szapor, eds., Quotas: The “Jewish Question” and Higher Education in 
Central Europe, 1880-1945 (New York, 2024).

•	 Stephen Steinberg, “How Jewish Quotas Began,” Commentary, September 1971.

•	 Stephen Norwood, The Third Reich in the Ivory Tower: Complicity and Conflict on American 
Campuses (Cambridge, 2009).

•	 Alfred Jospe, “Jewish College Students in the United States,” The American Jewish Year Book, 
1964, Vol. 65 (1964), pp. 131-145.

•	 Simson Garfinkel, “Long Before Hillel, Jews Found a Home at MIT,” MIT Technology Review, August 
22, 2023. LINK

•	 Charles L. Chavis, “Salvation and Alliance,” PBS, August 23, 2003. 

•	 Anthony W. James, “The College Social Fraternity Antidiscrimination Debate, 1945-1949,” The 
Historian, Vol. 62, No. 2 (WINTER 2000), pp. 303-324.

•	 Marianna Sanua, “Jewish College Fraternities in the United States, 1895 -1968: An Overview,” 
Journal of American Ethnic History (Vol. 19, Issue 2), winter 2000, pp. 3-42. 

•	 Charles Lipson, “The Rise and Fall of Jews on Campus,” Sapir, Autumn, 2024.

•	 Podcast: “Gatecrashers,” on the “hidden history of Jews and the Ivy League.”
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https://www.commentary.org/articles/stephen-steinberg/how-jewish-quotas-began/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/08/22/1076876/long-before-hillel-jews-found-a-home-at-mit/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/exploring-hate/2023/08/23/salvation-and-alliance/
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gatecrashers/id1640617083

